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YOUNG ARTISTS SHOWCASE

REVELATIONS

Artist: Glen C. Davies

wine, food, friends, the arts
Corks & Forks is getting a facelift of sorts for its 19th year.  Scheduled for 
Thursday, April 25, 6:30-9:30 pm, this community favorite will remain at 
the Decatur Conference Center & Hotel but will shift to the venue’s Holiday 
Hall. The move allows for a more cohesive, all-in-one event.

This year’s hosts, Matt & Natalie 
Beck, and Kay & Prasanna Gow-
dar, invite you to enjoy samples 
of the best appetizers, entrees, 
and/or desserts from local res-
taurants and caterers, as well as 
an expansive selection of wines 
from around the world, curated 
by Decanter Fine Wine & Spirits.

The silent auction will feature 
event tickets, jewelry, collect-
ibles, original artwork, packages 
filled with unique experiences, 
along with a few new surprises.

Longtime fans, get ready for sev-
eral additional tweaks and fun, 
interactive enhancements, like 
games, music, and raffles. 

All of this makes for the best tasting social event in Decatur.

thank you to our major sponsor: staley family foundation

tickets for the main event: $50 in advance (online at  
www.decaturarts.org or call 217-423-3189); $55 at the door.

ViP event
Along with the new space is 
a new day for the popular 
Corks & Forks VIP dinner, 
which will take place a night 
earlier on Wed., April 24 at 
5:30pm. In years past, VIP 
guests would go directly to 
the main event too full to eat 
or drink more. Now, guests 
will be able to fully enjoy ALL 
that Corks & Forks has to of-
fer.

This year’s theme is “South 
American.” Inspired by Ar-
gentina and Chile.  The five-
course meal from Executive 
Chef Rob Isom will be paired 
with regional wines selected 
and presented by Maverick 
Wine Company. 

tickets for the ViP are $125 
per person and are limited.

An Evening of
Food & Wine 

Tasting
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thebeat goes on}
oUr Mission:
Introduce and promote 
the arts, enhance arts 
educational opportunities, 
and increase the impact of 
and access to the arts to 
improve the quality of life 
in the community.

so Many ways to support daaC
Become a member!  Complete and return the 
membership form on the back of this ARTSbeat, or 
grab your plastic money and call 217-423-3189 or go 
to www.decaturarts.org/support-arts.

Give a gift of appreciated assets or  
provide a bequest in your will or estate 
plans. Check the “contact me” box on the member-
ship form or call Jerry Johnson. 

sponsor a program! You, a group of friends, 
or your business can help bring great programs 
to life, such as gallery exhibits, public art projects, 
community art-making events, and, of course,  
fundraisers.

Make a major gift to support specific pro-
grams and needs for DAAC. 

Arts Beat is published quarterly by the Decatur Area Arts Council.
217-423-3189 • 217-423-3194 (fax) • www.decaturarts.org • arts4all@decaturarts.org

Sponsored in part by a 
grant from the Illinois 
Arts Council Agency.

Through its leadership and assistance of other arts 
groups, Decatur Area Arts Council creates a vivid 
splash that transforms our community. 

To ensure Decatur continues to grow into a more 
colorful and vibrant place to live, the Arts Council’s 
Annual March Membership/Fund Drive is so im-
portant to the health of our organization. With a 
theme this year of “Decatur Arts Color Our Commu-
nity!,” we have set an fundraising goal of $35,000.

“I think a vibrant arts community is important 
to the sustainability of our community... It’s not 
a luxury.  It’s a necessity.” - Sam Johnson, for-
mer DAAC Board Member and Principal Archi-
tect at BLDD.

Gifts can be made by mail (DAAC, 125 N. Water St., 
Decatur, IL 62523), by phone (217-423-3189), or 
online (www.decaturarts.org/membership), which 
includes a convenient recurring gift option for 
scheduling a sustaining donation rather than a one-
time gift.

eVery Gift is iMPortant.

ART on 3rd (It’s NEW)
Calling artists and Collectors of arty items!

Are you an aspiring or emerging artist, poet, 
novelist, singer/songwriter?  Do you belong to 
a group of creative artists?  Have you amassed 
an interesting collection of items that have a 
unique design aesthetic – band posters, comic 
art, clothing, or other? 

Meet “ART on 
3rd” – DAAC’s 
new program 
to showcase 
local arts tal-
ents and other 
fun, inspir-
ing and even 
quirky yet arty 
displays on the third floor of the Madden Arts 
Center!  Apply to spotlight your exhibit during 
a First Friday Gallery Walk and, if you’d like, for 
a period up to 10 days. We want to encour-
age creativity within our community, so give 
Sue Powell a call at 217-423-3189 or check our 
website at www.decaturarts.org for details.
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artists invited to aiCP
Decatur Area Arts Council and Illinois Art Gal-
lery are proud to present Arts in Central Park, 
a juried fine arts fair, on September 21 and 22, 
2019.  If you are an artist and interested in be-
ing an exhibiting artist, we would love to hear 
from you.  The application with the guidelines 
can be found online at www.decaturarts.org or 
please contact us at 217-423-3189.

application deadline is June 1, 2019.

ready to Paint a Mural?
Artists’ proposals for two new murals to be painted in 2019 are 
now being accepted by the DAAC Public Art Committee.

The locations are:
1. 531 N Water St., 

Decatur (South 
facing wall)

2. 3650 E. William 
St. Rd. (Larger east 
facing wall)

Artists may submit 
more than one de-
sign and, if selected, 
will receive a stipend 
of $1,500 upon com-
pletion of the mural. 
For more detailed 
information on pro-
posal requirements 
and how to submit, 
download the Call 
for Proposals document at www.decaturarts.org/murals.

thursday, april 11
6:30-8:30 pm
Celebrate National Poetry Month!  
Join us as we celebrate our 15th an-
nual Night of Poetry!  The evening 
spotlights area poets presenting 
original works and features original 
music performed by local singer/
songwriter Kristen Nelson. Area po-
ets include Randy Brooks, Stephen 
Frech, Will Reger and Ron Lybarger, 
Phil Shils??.  New to our stage will 
be Teague Bohlen whose book 
“Flatlands” will be available for sale 
and Jacqueline Hollis-George.  

As you listen to these poets, you 
will encounter images that make 
you laugh, touch your heart, and 
provoke deep thought.  A mid-
evening open mic session offers 
others, novice or experienced poets, 
a chance to share their verse. Light 
snacks and beverages will be pro-
vided.  

Our thanks to collaborators Bronze-
Man Books and Blue Satellite for 
teaming with DAAC to host this free 
event.

daaC wish List
As the Arts Council provides programs and services, we have 
discovered needs for new equipment either because our current 
items are reaching the end their life-expectancy or because new 
technology offers better opportunities.  The costs range from 
$20 to $500. You can help by sponsoring a new or replacement 
item on the Wish List below. Email arts4all@decaturarts.org or 
call 217-423-3189.

• PA speaker stands
• Microphone stand
• Credit card reader
• 6’ Lifetime tables
• Glass fusing kiln

• Butane torch
• White movie screen paint
• Handrail for step to Blue Connection
• Handheld cordless microphone

 A Night
 ofII
POETRY
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anne lloyd gallery exhibitions

LUMinosity:  33 years  
of woodCUt Prints  
By Cathie Crawford
april 2-29
Originally from New York and now from Peoria, 
Cathie Crawford has concentrated on color reduc-
tion woodcuts since completing her MFA from 
Bradley University in 1987.  She has always been 
attracted to water - its restorative powers and the 
life-giving energy it represents.  While this theme 
can be seen in much of the exhibit, her thirty-three 
years of woodcuts also include figural and still life 
subjects. Throughout the work, light, movement, 

and color inform 
her images.  A 
unique texture 
and richness is 
built up with 
each layer of 
carving the im-
age, inking, and 
running through 

the printing press.  If you’re not familiar with re-
duction woodcuts, the exhibit will shed light on this 
complex process.

Crawford’s work has been presented in hundreds 
of exhibitions throughout the United States and 
overseas.  She has been the recipient of over forty 
awards on both the national and regional level.    

first friday Gallery walk 
april 5, 5-7:30 pm
• Madden Arts Center 

• Anne Lloyd Gallery: Artist talk at 6 pm.
• 3rd Floor:  Macon County Junior High & High 

School Art Show, presented by Illinois Art Gal-
lery

• Blue Connection: “Flatlands” Stories by Teague 
Bohlen, Images by Britten Traughber. Artist talk 
at 6 pm.

• Illinois Art Gallery:  Don Davis, woodturning.  Art-
ist talk at 6:30 pm.

• The ArtFarm:  John McDevitt

Barn CoLony artists  
annUaL exhiBit
May 3 - 30
Happy 80th Anniversary, Barn 
Colony Artists!  Come cel-
ebrate the amazing history of 
Decatur’s local artist group. 
Whether you are a lover of 
watercolor paintings or oils, 
drawings or photography or 
3D work, the Barn Colony 
Artists annual show offers a 
variety of art created by its 
members.  The group meets 
weekly on Monday evenings 
at the Madden Arts Center to 
learn, encourage, and support 
each other’s art endeavors.  
This exhibit represents their 
individual work from the past 
year, showcasing many styles 
and subject matter ranging 
from portraits to landscapes to florals. Stop by and 
cast your vote for the People’s Choice Award any-
time from May 3-17!  

first friday Gallery walk 
May 3, 5-7:30 pm
• 3rd Floor Madden Arts Center:  Decatur Public 

Schools Middle / High School Art Show
• Blue Connection: Stephen Gardner, paintings.  

Artist talk at 6 pm.
• Illinois Art Gallery: Sue Watts, watercolor. Artist 

talk at 6:30 pm.
• The ArtFarm:  Shari Mullinax 

by Jeanne Helm
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internationaL arts exPerienCe 2019

A complex history of migration, politics, war, and shifting borders 
has contributed to an intense pride in cultural identities within 
Eastern European people.  Influenced by the interweaving of 
various cultures, these neighboring countries share some similari-
ties in their arts, customs, and traditions yet each retains its own 
unique heritage.  This exhibit highlights the rich, colorful expres-
sion of several cultures including Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hun-
gary, Poland, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, and Ukraine.  Old-world 
ideals and still vibrant art forms come alive through painted eggs, 
carved wood, embroidered designs, glass work, papercutting, 
lacquer box paintings, ceramics, woodcut prints, musical instru-
ments, metal art, icons, Matryoshka nesting dolls, and more.

Through the generosity of private collectors and area museums, 
these folk art and fine art works along with interesting artifacts 
tell the story of kindred yet individual cultures – their daily life and 
the history that makes them a unique slice of the world.

opening Cultural event
friday, June 7, 5:00-7:30 pm. open free to public.
Get a peek at each Eastern European culture through the art and 
text in the gallery. Create your own Russian-inspired paper nesting 
doll or wax resist Ukrainian-style egg design. Enjoy traditional folk 
music, dancers, and try a few folk steps yourself.  Top off the eve-
ning with cuisine from various countries, prepared by Chef Nick at 
Bizou.  It’s a great outing for the whole family!

first friday Gallery walk - June 7, 5-7:30 pm 
• Illinois Art Gallery: Dan Modzelewski, drawing & painting
• Blue Connection:  TBA
• The ArtFarm:  TBA

youth field trips!
Area non-profit youth groups 
are encouraged to participate 
in DAAC’s Experience: ART Field 
Trips to the EASTERN EUROPE 
exhibit. For ages 7 and up, the 
experience includes a “treasure 
hunt” of art elements to be 
found within the exhibit and 
a hands-on activity creating a 
traditional Eastern European folk 
art. Contact Sue Powell at 217-
423-3189 to arrange a field trip.  

Scholarships are available thanks 
to a grant from Rotary Club of 
Decatur #180.

international arts Camp
(Ages 6 and up) 
Take a trip around the world 
without leaving Decatur!  Grab 
your passport and get ready to 
learn about the art of Eastern Eu-
rope.  You’ll visit the gallery and 
explore a wide range of art works 
from Russia, Poland, Ukraine, 
Hungary, Czech Republic, and 
more.  Make Russian stacking 
dolls, Hungarian painted tiles, 
colorful Polish paper cuts, Ukrai-
nian and Polish painted eggs, and 
Eastern European painted pots. 

Visit www.decaturarts.org or call 
217-423-3189 for more informa-
tion.

Sponsored by

EASTERN EUROPE : 
Kindred Cultures

Exhibit: June 7–July 29
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In collaboration 
with Millikin 
University School 
of Music, DAAC 
presents the best 
lunch break in 
town. Enjoy snip-
pets from the 
upcoming MU 
Faculty Recital 
Series concerts, 
ask questions, 
and chat with 
the musician.  

The full concert 
will be at Kirk-
land Fine Arts 
Center, Sun. April 
7, 4 pm.

Classes through august

Making Central iL 
thinkwell 
Presented by Jesse Blunt, founder of non-

profit group Project Thinkwell 

wed., May 8, 2019 - 6:30-7:30 p.m.

A leader in the makerspace movement in 
Macon County, hear this local artist talk 
about the future of art education and keep-
ing the past alive through skilled trades and 
traditional art mediums, 3D printing, tattoo-
ing, and beyond.

To reserve your spot, call 217-423-3189 or 
email arts4all@decaturarts.org.

members+
ENR ICHING YOUR ARTS  EXPER IE N C E S

Advance registration is required. Class sizes limited. 
No walk-ins. DAAC members even receive discounts 
on classes!  Learn more or register at  
www.decaturarts.org.

art Camps
• Art with the Masters –June 17-21
• International Arts Camp – July 8-12

all ages
• Ukrainian Pysanky Egg Painting – April 13
• Manga Drawing Workshop – April 27
• Whimsical Flowers on Canvas – May 11
• Polymer Clay Animal Making – June 14
• Charlie Harper Mixed Media Animals – June 15
• Mad Hatter Party – June 21
• Oil Pastel Landscapes – June 29
• Candy Clay – July 12
• Mosaic Tiles – July 13
• Acrylic Pour Tiles – July 19
• T-shirt Painting-Watercolor Techniques – July 26
• Super Hero Workshop – July 27
• Unicorn Painting – Aug. 9

Pre-K (ages 3-5)
• Free to Be Me: Feelings – April 6

family event
• Despicable Me Party – June 28

Cocktails and Creations (21 and up)
• Ukrainian Pysanky Egg Decorating – April 4
• Polymer Clay Jewelry: Mokume Gane – April 18
• Silk Scarf Painting-Watercolor Techniques – May 2
• Simple Frida Kahlo Painting on Canvas – May 16
• Acrylic Pour-Large Rock Plus More –  June 6
• Decoupage Mod Chair – June 20, 6-9 pm
• Beautiful Boats on Canvas – July 11
• Silk Scarf Marbling – July 18
• Acrylic Pour-Record, Canvas, Tile, Pendant – Aug. 1
• Funky Flowers on Canvas – August 15

senior Classes (60 and up)
• Vincent Van Gogh Sunflowers-Oil Pastels – April 29
• Romero Britto - Tempera Painting – May 6
• Charlie Harper Drawings-Mixed Media – May 13
• Weaving-Fiber Arts – May 20
• Mandalas-Mixed Media – June 3
• Zentangle-Pen and Ink – June 10
• Metal Tooling – July 8
• Rousseau-Sculptures – July 15
• Hundertwasser-Oil Pastels – July 22
• Albrecht Durer-Printmaking – July 29
• Paper Russian Nesting Dolls – Aug. 5
• Cozy Houses Painting-Tempera – Aug. 12

Piano solo  
Featuring Silvan Negrutiu 

wed., april 3
12:15-12:45 pm

Anne Lloyd Gallery
Open free to the public
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newsbeat what’s happening on the local arts scene

Brian Abbott
Claudette Davis
Dr. Alan Frigy
Peggy Madden

board of directors

Ngozi Onuora
Stephanie Pyles
Lyle Salmi
Michael Sexton

Michael Spencer
Kyle Wiese
Vicki Wrigley
Andrew Young

Jerry Johnson Executive Director
Kimberly Fouse Administrative Director
Sue Powell Gallery Director
Jenny Cowgill Arts Education Coordinator
Jayson Albright Events & Marketing Coordinator
Gwen Montgomery Administrative Assistant
Shari Cain Administrative Assistant

Jillian Devereux-Peters President
Alex Berry Vice President
Marilyn Davis Secretary
Lance Gauble Treasurer
Trisha Erickson Past President
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daaC on facebook
Join us at www.facebook.com/decaturarts 
and receive up-to-the-minute news and 
fun photos of arts around our community.

artscouncil

daaC Grants  
support Local arts
DAAC is proud to announce the following recipients of 
the latest grants for arts programming. 

•	French Academy - Performance by visiting musician.
•	Garfield Magnet School - Outdoor musical instrument 

installation.
•	Johns Hill Magnet School - Student created mural on 

local building.
•	Lutheran School Association - Student fiber art project.
•	Macon Resources - Clients assist local artist to create 

mural.
•	Rotary Club #180 - Outdoor musical instrument instal-

lation.

Find guidelines and application online at www.decatura-
rts.org/grants or call 217-423-3189.  Grant deadlines are 
February 1, and May 1, and October 1.

This program is supported by the National Endowment 
for the Arts, Illinois Arts Council Agency, Ameren Illinois 
and local donors.

we have rooms for rent!
From elegant receptions and community-
oriented gatherings to corporate retreats, the 
Madden Arts Center’s downtown Decatur loca-
tion facilities are suitable for groups both large 
and small.

Our 2nd 
floor 
Schmalz 
Classroom 
can host 
educational 
or corporate 
training ses-
sions as well 
as team building and smaller private events. It 
has a wonderful view of Central Park from the 
floor to ceiling windows. 

The 3rd floor 
All-Purpose 
Room can be 
utilized for 
large events 
like fundrais-
ers, wedding 
receptions, 
and large 
meetings 
and can be 
arranged in a variety of ways. 

For more information or to download our Fa-
cility Rental Agreement/Guidelines go to www.
decaturarts.org/facilities. Discount rates are 
available for non-profit organizations.

Contact 217-423-3189 about room availability.
(A deposit is required to reserve a date.)

saturday, 
august 24

1-6pm
downtown 

decatur

dCBfest.com

save the date!



our programs are colorful:
Decatur Area Arts Council
coordinates and promotes a
broad range of arts activities
for Macon County,
Assumption, Clinton,
Moweaqua, Pana, and
Taylorville, IL.

Madden arts Center
M-F 8:30-4:30 Sat 10-2

125 N. Water St.   Decatur, IL 62523

Return Service Requested

o I have enclosed a check made out to the Decatur Area Arts Council.

o Please charge my credit card 

No.___________________________________________  Exp. ____________

Signature ___________________________________________  CVC_______

o I am including my company’s matching gift form.

o Please contact me about providing for the arts in my will or estate plan.

o Please contact me with information about making a gift of  
appreciated stock.

o I have included DAAC in my estate plans.

o Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.

MEMBER BENEFITS Class/ 
Program  
Discount

Newsletter & 
Special Event 

Invitations

Free
Member-Only 

Programs
Free  

Classes
Room Rental 

DiscountChoose your membership level

Individual $35 * * *

Family $50 * * *

Patron $100 * * * One/year

Contributor $250 * * * Two/year 20%

Sustainer $500 * * * Three/year 35%

Investor $1000+ * * * Four/year 50%


